English Grammar for Scientific Writers

USEFUL DEFINITIONS

Modifier:  An adjective or adverb.

Phrase:  Broadly, any group of words that is not a clause.  More narrowly, a group of words that is not a complete clause but forms a grammatical unit.

Clause:  A grammatical structure containing a subject, a verb, and any necessary objects.  Every sentence consists of at least one clause, but not every clause is a complete sentence.

Subject:  The topic about which a sentence makes a statement.  The term can refer either to the single "core" noun of the sentence's topic or to that word and all its modifiers (the entire topic "half" of the sentence).

Predicate:  The statement that a sentence makes about its topic.  The term can refer either to the single "core" verb or to the complete verb and all its modifiers and objects (the entire predicate "half" of the sentence).

Compound sentence:  A sentence containing more than one independent clause.

Complex sentence:  A sentence containing one or more dependent (subordinate) clauses in addition to its independent clause(s).

Predicate adjective:  An adjective that is located in the predicate but that modifies the subject of the sentence (as can occur after certain intransitive verbs).

Predicate nominative:  A noun (or phrase or clause acting as a noun) that occurs in the predicate but is in the nominative case and renames the subject of the sentence (as can occur after intransitive verbs closely related to "to be").  

Objective complement:  An additional complement sometimes necessary to complete the meaning of a verb such as "make" or "consider" (e.g. We consider John an idiot.  They made Jane chairman.)

